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(57) A method and an apparatus for the animation, 
driven by an audio signal, of a synthesised human face 
model are described, that allow the animation of any 
model complying with the iSO/lEC standard 14496 
("MPEG-4 standard"). The concerned phonemes are 
derived from the audio signal, and the corresponding 
visemes are identified within a set comprising both vise- 
mes defined by the standard and visemes typical of the 
language. Visemes are split into macropara meters that 
define shape and positions of the mouth and jaw of the 
model and that are associated to values indicating a cfif- 
ferenoe from a neutral position. Such macroparameters 
are then transformed Into face animation parameters 
complying with the standard, the values of which define 
the deformation to be applied to the model in order to 
achieve animation. 
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